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To all members of Woodplumpton Parish Council

You are hereby summoned to attend a meeting of Woodplumpton Parish Council to be held in the Parish Rooms at the rear of St Annes Church, Woodplumpton on 27th April 2026 at 7.00pm
David Mills – Proper Officer Woodplumpton Parish Council    Dave Mills
1 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
Under the Local Government Act 1972 s15 (1), the first business of the Annual Parish Council meeting must be to appoint a Chairman. Nominations may be proposed at the meeting.

Members are required to elect a Chairman for the next 12 months. The appointed Chairman is required to sign a Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
2 ELECTION OF VICE–CHAIRMAN

Members are requested to elect a Vice-Chairman for the next 12 months.
3 APOLOGIES

Members are reminded that apologies should be given in advance of the meeting and will be noted in the Minutes. If a Councillor is absent for 6 consecutive months, an apology must be approved by the Council, prior to the 6 months elapsing or the Councillor will be disqualified. Members are requested to note any given apologies for the May meeting. 
Apologies have been provided by Councillor Barry Probin.
4 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on 27th April 2026. 
The Chairman is required to sign the Minutes as a true record. 
5 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND TO CONSIDER ANY WRITTEN REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
Members are reminded of their responsibility to declare any interests in respect of matters contained in the agenda. A Councillor with a disclosable pecuniary interest or any other interest, as set out in the Council’s Code of Conduct, is subject to statutory restrictions on the right to participate and vote on that matter – see Standing Order 2020 (13)  

Any alterations to declarations of interest made throughout the municipal year, must be submitted to the Clerk, to be forwarded to the Monitoring Officer within 28 days of the change occurring.

6 ADMINISTRATION

Members are requested to confirm the following administrative / financial procedures 
a) The Council will meet in the Parish Rooms behind St Annes Church on the 3rd Monday of the month at 7.00pm – see Standing Order 3a
The clerk can’t attend on the normal date in July due to a holiday – two weeks later would be convenient.

b) Renewal of the following delegated powers to the Clerk in accordance with S101 of the Local Government Act 1972 and Standing Order 15

· Comment on routine planning applications 

· Make routine decisions 
· deal with emergencies  

· spend small sums of money – in accordance with the finance regulations
· grant a dispensation to Members where the number of Members prohibited from participating, would impede the transaction of the business
c) The Local Government (Electronic Communications) Order 2015 enables a Member to receive the Council summons by email but the Agenda Notice must still be displayed on the Notice Boards. When emailing residents and external agencies, it is good practice for Councillors to use an identifiable Parish Council email address rather than a personal one. Email addresses can be created and hosted through the Parish Council website provider e.g. David.Mills@woodplumptonparishcouncil.org.uk 
The website host charges for this service but there are many benefits including compliance with the Freedom of Information Act and closure of an email address if the Councillor leaves the authority. No matter which email address is used, Members are reminded that when sending correspondence on behalf of the authority, the authority’s formal email address must be included in to ensure completeness of the authority’s records.

Members are requested to a) confirm that they wish to receive papers electronically; b) state a preference with regards to the email address used and c) confirm whether they wish the email address to be published.

7 GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATIONS  
The Parish Council must comply with General Data Protection Regulations. Since the regulations came in to force in May 2018 many of the procedures are embedded in Council business. Members are requested to note that the Clerk maintains and updates a Data Audit Sheet which lists all the data held by the Parish Council, where it comes from and who it is shared with.

a) Members are required to consider and review the Council’s Privacy Policy Statement which can be viewed on the Parish Council website. 

Members are requested to verbally confirm that they understand that before sharing any personal data – which includes residents’ email addresses - Members must obtain confirmation by email. Alternatively, the resident may complete a Written Consent form which is available from the Clerk. 

b) Members are reminded that the Clerk’s home computer is passcode protected and all hand-held devices, which are synchronised with the email & phone contact lists, are screen or password protected. Members are requested to verbally confirm that their electronic devices also comply with the technical requirements. 

c) Members are reminded that the Clerk maintains a Data Retention and Disposal Policy and regularly ensures that emails and paper records are deleted to ensure compliance. 
Members are requested to verbally confirm that they understand the need to delete individual correspondence and personal contact details once a matter is completed.  
8 APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES / REPRESENTATIVES

Parish Council Committees are subject to the same rules as Ordinary Council meetings and the meeting must be advertised, open to the public and Minutes must be taken. Committees can be formed at any time in the municipal year and are different from working groups which have no decision-making powers. Currently no committees are formed. 

Members are requested to consider whether there is a need to form a Committee and if so, agree and appoint the number of Members and Terms of Reference.  
Members are reminded that individual Councillors may attend external partnerships, agencies and community meetings but when doing so, they must not make decisions, or commit to, support or object to a project on behalf of the Council. 

If a Councillor expresses a personal opinion on a matter before it has been considered by the Parish Council, best practice would be to declare that interest at the next available Council meeting. 

Members are requested to confirm the appointed representatives 
· Preston Area Committee - 3 Members 

· Daniel Houghton Charity – 1 Member 

9 MEMBER ALLOWANCE SCHEME

Members are permitted to claim a Travel and Subsistence Allowance, if attending official Parish Council events, using the same rates as adopted by the City Council. Members may also request hard copies of documents from the Clerk or submit an Agenda item for the reimbursement of paper or ink. Members are requested to confirm whether they wish to adopt an Allowance Scheme for 2025/26. 
10 ADOPTION OF STANDING ORDERS

Standing Orders are the ‘rules’ explaining how a Parish Council should be run. The National Association of Local Councils produces a ‘model version’ which was adapted to suit the Parish Council’s and Approved in May 2025. Standing Orders may be reviewed at any time, but is good practice to consider and review them following the election of a new Council.

Members are required to consider if the attached Standing Orders need any amendments. 

That concludes the governance procedures for the new municipal year.

11 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES of the Parish Council Meeting held on 27th April 2026. 
The Chairman is required to sign the Minutes as a true record. 
12 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND TO CONSIDER ANY WRITTEN REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
Members are reminded of their responsibility to declare any interests in respect of matters contained in the agenda. A Councillor with a disclosable pecuniary interest or any other interest, as set out in the Council’s Code of Conduct, is subject to statutory restrictions on the right to participate and vote on that matter – see Standing Order 2020 (13)  

Any alterations to declarations of interest made throughout the municipal year, must be submitted to the Clerk, to be forwarded to the Monitoring Officer within 28 days of the change occurring.
13 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Members of the public wishing to raise matters in accordance with Standing Order 2020 (3g & h), should raise them here. The length of the adjournment will be at the Chairman’s discretion. Matters requiring a Council decision must be included as a specific Agenda item.
An invitation to attend has been sent to the Police, County and City Councillors.
Following any other items raised by the public, the meeting will be reconvened and any decision taken by the Council will be documented under the agenda item.
14 2025/26 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 1 April 2026 to 30 April 2026.
The Chairman is required to verify that the financial accounts and bank statements have been reconciled.
The End of April Balances were:

Current Account    £24,773,20
CCLA Account      £675,000.00
15 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS since 01 May 2026
Members are requested to note and approve the following accounts already paid after the January meeting in accordance with Standing Order 15 (b) xii  
	DETAILS
	PAYEE
	AMOUNT
	REF

	April payments Prior to Meeting
	
	

	Purchase card Monthly Fee
	Unity Trust Bank
	£3.00
	Ref 14

	Viking (newsletter stuff inc stamps)
	Viking Direct
	£589.84
	Ref 15

	Plants for Planters
	Bannister Hall
	£236.10
	Ref 16

	Posts for SPIDs in Catforth
	LCC 
	£2,640.00
	Ref 17

	Lengthsman Weeks 1-4
	Lengthsman
	£1672.00
	Ref 18

	Lengthsman Materials
	Lengthsman
	£91.20
	Ref 19

	Community Garden April
	Lengthsman
	£330.00
	Ref 20

	Bank Service Charge April
	Unity Trust Bank
	£10.00
	Ref 21

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


16 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS

Members are requested to approve the following accounts for payment 
	Pension contributions clerk May 2026
	£69.86
	DD
	

	Clerk Salary May 2026
	£849.25
	BACs
	

	HMRC PAYE May 2026
	£628.80
	BACs
	

	Employer National Insurance May 2026
	£165.14
	BACs
	

	Parish Rooms Rental May 2026
	£50.00
	BACs
	

	Clerk Expenses
	£212.80
	BACs
	


17 PLANNING APPLICATIONS BEFORE COUNCIL 
Members are requested to consider and approve the attached delegated comments for April 2026. Applications can be viewed at www.preston.gov.uk
18 FOOTPATH ON NEWSHAM HALL LANE - WHITTLE HILL TO WHITE CROSS

The footpath is in a poor condition.  The Parish Council is invited to consider what action could be taken.
19 COMMUNITY GARDEN – PICNIC BENCH.

Residents have asked whether a Picnic bench could be provided for the Community Garden.

The Council is invited to consider whether this should be provided.
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	A unit in similar materials to the Benches around the Parish would cost ~£600.00 from Broxap.  We may be able to achieve a discount on this price.


20 SECURITY OF CIL MONEY AND FUTURE RECEIPTS

Councilors have expressed concern about whether the Parish Council can rely upon the benefit of its current CIL balance and predicted future income.

The Clerk has carried out an assessment of the position, which the Council is invited to note.

21 CIL PROJECTS

The Parish Council has 5 long term larger projects in the pipeline but with no certainty about when they can be delivered and no agreement from PCC that money can be held beyond the 5 year timeline, as follows:

1. Linear Park (no progress reported from PCC for around a year) – Councillor Thompson has been in touch with Chris Hayward, who is fully aware of the request and will respond once the PCC position is clear.
The Clerk is concerned that there will be little progress on the Linear Park until after the local government reorganization, which will provide clarity about which group is responsible for the park.  WPC should therefore not rely on the Linear Park as a place to invest any of our current CIL money.
2. The Orchard Play Area – Actively being Worked on.

3. Hayfield Park Play Area – Little progress reported.
4. Refurbishment of the Canal towpaths – Actively being worked on.

5. Replacement of the Wooden Windows in St Annes Church – Actively being Worked On.

Currently only The Orchard Play Area and Replacement Windows are making any progress indicating that they may be delivered in the next couple of years.  These projects should consume the older CIL Money.  
Work is ongoing with the Canal and Rivers trust to identify the length of Canal Towpath that it would be sensible to improve.  This will allow more detailed costings to be prepared, so that it can be considered when we would be able to afford the delivery of this project.  This project is reliant upon the receipt of future CIL income.
CIL spending for 2026/7 to date is £26,120 compared to income this year of £295,285 therefore efforts are needed to identify and progress projects.

Councilors are requested to Note that we now have £95,000 of CIL money that is 3 years old. (received in April 2023)
Do councilors want a separate session to discuss plans for future projects to consume our CIL income.
Progress of Smaller Projects

SPIDS on the East West Link Road
Have been installed and are in operation.
SPIDs on Catforth Road

SPIDs have now been ordered at a cost of £15,968.40 and will be installed by the end of May.
Bus Stops in Catforth and Elsewhere
The Bus stops installation on Catforth Road near the Green Lane Junction by LCC Infrastructure Team has been chased.

Grit Bin suggestion from a resident
Grit Bin suggestion on Tabley Lane outside Smithy Cottage, by the post box.

The council is requested to approve the purchase of a Grit bin along with the associated replenishment service.

.
Daffodil Bulbs to create a spring display across the Parish
Information has been requested from LCC highways as to what approvals may be needed for the planting of bulbs and trees
Eaves Project

Councillors to Note that LCC Highways have completed the work on the Junction between Eaves Lane and Brierley Lane so the planter may be put into place.
22 UPDATE ON ISSUES FOR INFORMATION
23 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Members are requested to note that the next meeting is scheduled to take place on Monday 18th May 2026 at 6:30 in the Parish Rooms.  This is the annual Parish Meeting.
END

WOODPLUMPTON PARISH COUNCIL
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1                   

Confirmed as a true Record ……………………………….    Chairman

